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Escape 
By June Gaylord 
S H E told the guard, "Sir, call the wind; 
I wish to take a walk." 
He slowly shook his head and said, 
"Miss, that's no way to talk." 
"Please let me out to find my friend. 
I've never asked before. 
He said to me in sleep last night, 
'It's now or nevermore.' " 
"Yes, Miss, your friend must be the wind; 
None else can pass this gate. 
Besides, you're sick, and till you're well 
I fear you'll have to wait." 
So patiently she stumbled back 
Beside the flower beds 
And spoke to all the four-o'clocks 
That raised their dreamy heads. 
"He doesn't know another came 
And stood beside me too, 
And said, If you come walk with me 
The guard will let you through.' 
"I think that I will walk with him," 
She said, with labored breath. 
"The only way to leave this place 
Is by the side of death." 
